Staph Smisdt s a young Sydney artist fresh from tha
highly acclairmed Mational Art School, With & successhsl
exhibbon under her wing, the school's Murray Sime
Achigvament Award on har CV and 3 now fina of works
already taking shape on the canvas, sha has decided ta
take on another challange and make har mark on the
Melbowme art scene.

Sriedt’s work has B besutiful seambassnass tha
moorporates thick ods and acryhics with other mediums
and glemenis of her life picked up along the way, From
Two steps bock. tha works that lina her Richmond studio
arg & mixiurg of solt hues wpon heavy poster prinls gr
thick matevial and nt is difficult 10 detect whore ong
medium becomes anathar. Up close, the collage effect &
evident and 1he pece lakes on.an equally-as-stimulaing
new aesthatic thal has Decome Smiladt's signaire n the
gt world. How far this world siretches is yet to be ssen
but har works have already been piglided m fwo
internatsonal art magaings singg finishing her dogree (nst
VEar

Smiedt's move 1o Molbourne has beon two-pronged
AL OnGe registant to ieoving bahing the secunty and
suppart of har At aehos! contemporanes, Smeedt has
lound these positives were grounding foe tikeng a stop
back Irom the Sydnoy scene. Sho has alsa fait the itchy
leal many artists do when the inspaations of their
irmexdiale ensvinonment begin 1o dry up.

For ihrgo years | have anguifed mysell in art school,
its people and 43 infiuences,” Smeadt says. "l think the
work | did a1 school rellects this. Now | need o seo how
my & fanes without this security blanket, | am reaihy
testing rmysell in the outside workd and | guess in turn
1his neww solicenty will ba rellecied in my painting -
something | couldn’t achiave # | stayed in Sydnay”

According to Smiedt, Malboume has proved 8 good
place to redefing hersell. Though Melbourne has ofien
bean a havan {or artists from Sydney because of the
chsaper studio spaces and general cost of ving, Smiedl
beliavas the city has also earned o reputation through it
public vworks. "It Seams sweEnnRRIE v LU m
Malboume thera has been envirgnmania! mput of an
artistic nature,” she savs. “Whaee Sywdney was bult on
exisling beauty of its harbour, Melbourne has sithed 10
oréata 115 ocown beauty. 1t showes i the archilesture, the
streatscapes, Just walking through the city 15 an aristc
exparignce.”

Catch Steph Smiedt’s next exhibution betwesn
Thursday Septamber 5 ioparang night! 1o Wednosday
Septembor 24 at Tha Georga, White Bar & Gabery, 179
Fiteroyy Steeat, Si1 Kikla
wartds Penny Walson pholo Ralph Alphonso




